
Dig for Victory
The Second World War began in September 
1939. Up to this point, Britain had been 
importing much of its food from around the 
world. The ships that brought food into Britain 
were needed to transport war materials rather 
than food and those carrying food were attacked 
by enemy submarines and warships. This meant 
that Britain began to experience food shortages.

Campaign poster

Rationing was 
one scheme the 
government 
introduced to 
help the food 
shortage. Each 
person had to 
register with 
their local shop 
and was issued 
with a rationing 
book. This ensured that everyone 
had an equal amount of food each week.

Just one month after 
the war started, the 
government launched 
their ‘Dig for Victory’ 
campaign to support 
food rationing. Across 
the country, people 
were encouraged to 
use gardens and all 
available land, such as 
school playgrounds, 
golf courses and parks, 
to grow fruit and 
vegetables. Vegetables 
were even grown in 
the moat around the 
Tower of London. 

Thousands of information leaflets were 
produced, advising people on what crops to 
plant and when. Radio and television broadcasts 
were issued. There were even cartoon 
characters, such as Potato Pete and Doctor 
Carrot, who had recipes to encourage people to 
be creative in their cooking.

The campaign was a huge success. In 1939, 
there were around 815,000 allotments across 
Britain. By 1943, there were 1.4 million. People 
were also encouraged to keep animals, such 
as chickens, goats, rabbits and pigs, as well as 
keeping bees for honey. 
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Allotments in Kensington Gardens, London, 1942.
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The brave people of our country 
are being encouraged to take up 
their spades in a move to make sure 
the war is won on a full stomach of 
healthy, home-grown food.

Healthier and better fed

The ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign 
is aiming to tackle the problem 
of food shortages across Britain. 
German battleships have been 
attacking and sinking British 
merchant ships carrying food from 
overseas to feed the British public. 
A spokesperson from the Ministry 
of Agriculture said,

‘If we were growing more of our 
own fruit and vegetables, we 
wouldn’t have to rely so much on 
getting food into Britain from our 
allies... If the Germans think they 
can starve us into defeat, they are 
very much mistaken.’

Dirty hands

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
instructed everyone to get growing. 
Many men, women and children 
across Britain are turning gardens 
and other small pieces of land into 
vegetable patches to provide fresh 
food for their families and the wider 
community. 

Home-grown

Flowers and lawns might be nice to 
look at but do they taste as good as 
a plate full of home-grown potatoes 
with mint sauce and coated in 
butter?

Growing food isn’t difficult. 
Potatoes, carrots, parsnips, turnips, 
swedes, peas, beans, cabbages, 
sprouts, broccoli, cauliflowers, 
onions, leeks, strawberries, 
blackberries, raspberries and 
rhubarb can all be grown 
successfully with a little care and 
attention. 

The government are doing their 
bit too by providing leaflets that 
give helpful tips and advice for 
successful growing.

Adventurous

If you don’t have a garden, you can 
still grow in containers, such as old 
sinks and buckets. 

More adventurous gardeners have 
even started keeping chickens and 
rabbits.

Some gardeners with larger plots 
are keeping goats and pigs. The 
goats’ milk makes delicious cheese 
and pigs are popular because 
they are cheap to keep and eat 
most household waste, like potato 
peelings.

If you want more on your plate, 
Dig for Victory. It’s your duty.

Price 2d

THE WEEKLY REPORTER      
Monday 16th February 1942

‘Dig for Victory!’ says MoA
By Jamie Smith 
Wartime correspondent

The Royal Exchange in London displays a Dig for Victory banner.
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Schoolboys pick the food they have grown during lessons.

Amateur gardeners down tools and have tea during the Dig for Victory campaign in 1940. 
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Shoppers buy vegetable seeds in wartime London. Kew Gardens is used to grow vegetables in wartime.
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